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QUARRYING METEODS INABEQUATE

MARBLE OUfEUT INCREASES, BUT STILL INSUFFICIENT -- Promyshlennost’ Stroitelfnykh
Materialov, 9 Feb 51
The USSR marble industry is growing centinuously., For example, the Koyelga

Marhie Mining Administration in the yrale produced 1,500 cubic meters of marble
bincks in 1940; the 1950 output was 2,250 cubic meters.

However, the present output is 5t111 insufficient to satlsfy current needs
for marble as & facing material and for electrical engineering equipment. During
the period 1951 - 1955, 1t is planned %o increase the quarrying of marble and
coiored iimestone five to six times. For this purpose, it is necessary above
all to mechanize iabor processes in the quarries. Until now, quarrying and proc-
egsipg of marble blocks ie s%i1i done by hand in most ‘of the enterprises, New. '
marble-cutting machines were recently designed and constructed. The use of
these machines should greatly increase the marble output.

ARMENTAN MARBLE QUARRIES LACK MECHANIZATION -- Yerevan, Kommunist, 18 Jan 51

Armenian marble is considered one of the best types of marble in the USSR,
from both & decorative and a technlcal standpoint. The Yerevan Marble-Process-
ing Plant is equipped with machinery for cutting and polishing marble products
and for producing ground merble. Production was stopped during the war apd mer-

je guarrying and processing was resumed only in the last 6 months of 1950,
During the last few months of 1950, the Yerevan combine exceeded its production

. plans.,

At present, work in the caub ine‘'s marble quarries is not mechanized. As
a result, labor productivity is low and the output of marble blocks is small.

The marble-processing plant of % Armmyamor” (Armenian Marble) Combine is
to ba reconstructed and expanded during 1951,  However, it is not possible to
expand the plant in its present location. The Ministry of Comstruction Materials
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Industry USSR and the pertinent republic organizations must reconsider the
question of rebullding the old plant. A new marble-processing plant should
e built for the purpose of expanding marble production in Armenis, Armenian
marble deposits must be used for the great construction projects, including
the Kuybyshev, Stalingrad, and Kakhovke hydroelectric power stations.

.

TO EXPLOIT TURKMEN LIMESTONE, MARBLE -- Ashkhabed, Turkmenskaya Iskra, 1k Feb 51

Construction of large buildings in Ashkhabad and other cities of Turkmen-
istan requires large quantities of marble and granite. The shipping of these
materials from the Armenian and Uzbek republics has consldersbly increased con-
struction costs. The Council of Ministers Turkmen SSR has given instructions
to find ways of utilizing local construction materials, especially facing mater-
1als. The first steps taken in this direction disclosed that there are de-
posits of heavy limestone in many places of Turkmenistan and that this type of
1imestone 1s very etrong and equal in quality to granite. In addition, marble
has been found in the mountains near Ashkhebad; this type of marble is equal
in quality and beauty to the marble of Armenia and Uzbekistan. ]

The quarrying of Turkmenian limestone and marble will supply high-grade
materials to construction projects of Ashkhabad and other Turkmenian cities.
The current problem is to find the most efficient method of processing these
materiasls, Workers of scientific research institutions, comstruction mater-
iels industry, and construction organizations must cooperate in the speedy
organization of large-scale quarrying of limestone and marble and the practical
utilization of these materials.

GYPSUM REPLACES MARBIE IN NORTHERN AREAS -~ Leningrad, Leningradskaya Pravda,
26 Dec 50

Natural gypsum stone is being used more widely in northern regions as &
substitute for marble., The central scientific research laboratory of the stone
and gem industry has designed & new machine which makes it possible to speed
up the processing of gypsum stone, increase the output of gypsum tiles, and
lower production costs,

KARELO-FINNISH SSR SUPPLIES QUARTZITE -- Petrozavodsk, Leninskoye Znamya, 9 Jan 51

A valuable construction material, dark-colored quartzite, is quarried and
processed near Petrozavodsk, in Kamennyy Bor. This stone is easlily processed .
and polished ani it has an attractive smooth surface, Kamennoborskiy quart-
zite is known far beyond the borders of the Karelo-Finnish SSR., Not only dark
quartzite, but also other types of stone are processed in Kamennyy Bor, brought
there from various parts of the republic {including Shoksha rose-colored quart-
zite, Segozero talc-chlorite, and others).

TUFF CHIEF CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL IN ARMENIA -- Ogonek, No 48, Nov 50

New houses in Yerevan are being built mainly of tuff. This construction
meterial is very strong and at the same time easy to cut, Artik tuff can be
sawed like wood and the pileces can be nailed. The Armenian reserves of tuff
are ipexhaustible, The most popular type is rose-colored Artik stone, quarried
on the slopes of Aragats Mountain.
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